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was in a state of high prosperity, so much so that the Duke of Wellington pronounced its government worthy of applause, and as a mark of his approbation, presented the Dewan Poorneah with his picture.
British publicists are fond of drawing the blackest possible picture of India under the administration of the Mahrattas. Sevaji, the great founder of the Mahratta Empire, has been termed a "robber" by them, but all classes of modern India hold him in memory as a hero worthy of universal respect. The following estimate of his character is based on Grant Duff's History of the Mahrattas, Vol. ILS1
"The 'robber', Sevajee, who entered upon the scene in the latter part of the sixteenth century, and who shook the Mogul Empire to its foundation during the reign of Aurungzeb, was an able as well as skilful general. His civil government was regular, and he was vigorous in exacting from his provincial and village officers obedience to the rules he laid down for the protection of his people. His enemies bear witness to his anxiety to mitigate the evils of war by humane regulations, which were strictly enforced. Altogether, this robber hero has left a character which has never been equalled or ever approached by any of his countrymen. None of his military successes raise so high an idea of his talents as his domestic administration, and the effect of this appears to have been permanent for eighty years after his death."
Anquetil du Perron, in his "Brief Account of a Voyage to India/* published in the Gentleman's Magazine of 1762, gives an interesting glimpse of the state of the Mahratta Territory:
"From Surat, I passed the Ghats . . . about ten in the morning, and when I entered the country of the Mahrattas, I thought myself in the midst of the simplicity and happiness of the golden age, where nature was yet unchanged, and war and misery were unknown. The people were cheerful, vigorous and in high health and unbounded hospitality was a universal virtue; every door was open, and friends, neighbours and strangers were alike welcome to whatever they found."                                   r *
The successors of Sevaji were also rulers of sagacity and ability, Bajee Rao Bullal is said to have united the enterprise, vigour and hardihood of a Mahratta chief with the polished manners, wisdom and address which distinguished the Brahmins of Concan. He possessed eloquence, penetration and vigour, was simple in his habits, a successful military leader, who at all times partook of the privations of his soldiers, Ballajee,Rao, who succeeded him, was characterised by the same political ability, devoting, amid the distractions of war, much time to the civil administration of his
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